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Training Tutors to Work with L2 Writers:
Methods & Materials
Principles & Practices
Vicki R. Kennell, Ph.D.,  &  Amy Elliot
Purdue University Writing Lab
IWCA Conference, October 2016
Overview
• Background:  An example homegrown training program
• Tutor’s Perspective
• Activity 1:  Document-based
• Activity 2: Observation-based
• Activity 3:  Scenario-based
• Discussion/Questions
Step 1:  Context Constraints & Goals
Context Constraints
• Mixed Disciplines (WC & 
SLW)





• Strategies and skills
• Self-reflection
Step 2:  Needs Assessment
Graduate Tutors Undergraduate Tutors
2013 2014 2015 2016 2013 2014 2015 2016
1st yr. of tutoring 15% 36% 43% 0% 57% 47% 41% 71%
Yrs. of experience 
w/international students
77% 58%  65% 79% 40% 41% 41% 35%
2-5 years experience 1st year of experience
Lack knowledge of cultural 
issues













Lack knowledge of L2 
grammar/vocab problems















Step 3:  Creating Interactive Content
• Observation:  Identify areas of need
• Research:  Identify relevant theoretical material
• Thought:  Identify (& create) appropriate interactive 
content
• Test newly developed materials
A Tutor’s Perspective
Activities
It’s time to play….
Activity 1:  
Document-Based Materials
Activity 2:  
Observation-Based Materials
Activity 3:  Scenarios
Create-Your-Own Materials
Discussion Questions
• What resonated with your own WC experiences?
• What is the most urgent need your tutors have?  
• What sort of training do you already have in place?
• How do you balance theory and practice in existing 
training?
• How do you evaluate the success of a training 
program?
Questions?
Email Vicki R. Kennell
vkennell@purdue.edu
